4                      LOCATION OF INDUSTRIES IN INDIA
In India the confusion created by the myriads of political
-units was perhaps without any parallel in the world. The
country was not only divided between the British Indian pro-
vinces and the Indian states, but some of the important Indian
states like Baroda were interspersed with British territory;
the territories of some of the big states like Gwalior and
Indore were not contiguous; the Deccan and the Gujerat states
cut the province of Bombay virtually in three parts, while
the Sikh states cut the province of the Punjab at its narrowest
part along the Sutlej-Bias line into two parts; the province
of Orissa was interspersed with the states of Eastern India
Agency; some of the states of the Western and Central India
Agencies were smaller (from the revenue point of view) than
the estates of some of the Taluqdars of Oudh; and the province
of Ajmer was a mere speck in the centre of Rajputana states.
This arrangement of political units was anything but conducive
to efficient economic and industrial development of the
country. 'Schemes of regional development, agricultural and
industrial, such as afforestation, flood control, drainage, irriga-
tion, horticulture, super-power, decentralization of industry
and co-operative organization are as important for India's
economic future as inter-provincial and inter-regional under-
takings of transportation and communications.- Without
inter-regional and inter-provincial co-operation no such pro-
jects are feasible.
These schemes cannot be carried out piecemeal by differ-
ent authorities in different sections of the same region; nor
are they within the orbit of financial resources of smaller
political units. They can only be undertaken by a regional
group of a number of political units or administrative pro-
vinces. On the other hand, Indian federalism presents its
special 'problems of regionalism and co-ordination. *In a
vast and heterogeneous nation like India, regional geography
and ecology are central facts, and the tasks of statesmanship
consist in co-ordinating the divergent lines of development
and special interests of different regions and sections and
bringing them all together in a common economic policy. On.
the one hand, the economic diversity between the regions of
the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R. and India is one of the strongest
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